
Ancient enemy, modern imperAtive:  
A time for greAter Action AgAinst tuberculosis (tb)

S u p p o r t e d  b y

tb kills over 1 million 
people each year, making it 

the world’s single deadliest 

infectious disease after AIdS

drug-resistant tb accounted  

for 5% of new tb cases  

and 13% of deaths in 2012

less than 1 in 4  
people with such strains of the 

disease are diagnosed

tb mostly affects the 
poor and those living in 
developing countries, 
where it thrives through 
inadequate health provision

the spreAd of tb

Source: WHo, Global tuberculosis report 2013

estimAted tb incidence rAtes, 2012
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bArriers to tAckling tb

extensive stigmaA complex disease 
and lack of data

us$658m

us$627m

Spending on tb r&d declined from:

in 2011

in 2012

to

 
 

Finding and 
treating people 
where they live

taking tb control out  
of existing silos

Harnessing cost-
effective technology

Raising the profile of TB

essentiAl neXt 
steps

Limited aspirations from key stakeholders

We tend to think of TB as background noise. It still kills a lot of 
people but doesn’t seem to have a sense of urgency around it.

Dr Neil Schluger, chief scientific officer, World Lung Foundation ‘

‘

the full report can be found at www.economistinsights.com


